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In 2007 the number of people 5 years of age and older using Spanish at home was 34.5 million (12% 
of the U.S. population; Shin & Kominski, 2010).

While we have no label for our hypothetical Amerienglish, we have several labels for people who 
speak Spanish. 

Labeling has a long history in the Americas. For example, Jose Vanegas, one of the original 46 set-
tlers of Los Angeles, was first classified as an Indian in the Spanish census. Later, he was classified as 
mestizo. Similarly, Jose Navarro was first classified as mestizo in 1790 but later reclassified as Spanish. 
That fluidity continues today. Tanno (1994) and Mirandé and Tanno (1993) have called attention to 
the meaning and importance of ethnic labels. Remember from the discussion of othering the importance 
of labels imposed by an external, more powerful group or self-identified labels. For example, Spanish 
speaking, Spanish surnamed, Spanish origin, Hispanic, Chicano, Latino, and Mexican-American have 
all been used interchangeably to refer to that culture in the United States whose members originally 
came from a Spanish-speaking country. Antonio Guernica (1982) offers these distinctions:

•• Spanish speaking refers to the population with the ability to speak and comprehend the 
Spanish language, whether as a primary or secondary language. This term encompasses non-
Hispanics as well as Hispanics.

Figure 11.1  Ancestry From 2000 U.S. Census
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulations.

Note: Other Spanish-speaking countries less than 100,000 each.


